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I see Peirce's Interpretant as the observer of second-order cybernetics, which distinguishes differencea. I
think Peirce would agree that all living interpreters must be autopoietic systems — allthough he did
most of his work with interpretants on higher levels. His concept of the interpretant goes deep into
society, culture and history. In the continuation of the same text Peirce points out that the interpretant
is itself a king of sign, which also needs intrepretation. What Peirce says is, taht signification is never
just a relation between a sign and its object. The sign can only signify what it is capable of being
interpretated as. Therefore the interpretant is a necessary part of the sign. In accordance with Bateson
we would say that we interpret differences as signs when the difference mattar to us.
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